Washington colony elementary school

Washington Colony Elementary Schooharch 2010
Solar School

Washington Colony School is congratulating him and Washington portunity to keep track of the weather
pleased to announce that, on Febru-Colony School. We were one of four conditions and the location of the sun
ary 3, 2010, a very special project applicants in Fresno County, and onen the Easton area, and the amount of

broke ground here on campus. The of forty statewide who had been solar energy produced. Our students
project is a joint venture between —awarded the PG&E Solar School will-be able to track the energy pro-
Pacific Gas and Electric, The Foun- Program Grant! duced by our system and to compare

dation for Environmental Education,

The Thoreau Center for SUStamab'I'Arrayconsists of eight Solar World,

ity, The NEED. Project, Solar City, 175 watt solar panels. The PV panels The longterm goal of having such
and\the Washington Colony Elemen-__— . . .
L - are linked and work together to pro- an exciting program here at Washing-
tary School District. The official . . .
. duce a total electrical output of up to ton Colony is that we will lead the
name of the project ihe PG&LE . . .
1-KW, (1,360 watts). The electricity way in solar energy and alternative
Solar School Program. ) . . o
producing PV system also includes energy education within the Easton
The project itself is a grant programan inclass (M7) monitoring device, community and surrounding school
offered by PG&E. Mr. Showalter  as well as an online monitoring tool. districts. Our teachers will have the
wrote the formalction Plain Sep-  (The online link isittp:// opportunity to attend training classes
tember 2008. The Action Plan pro- www.californiasolarschools.org/solar geared to the education of our stu-
posed that Washington Colony con- -schools/schools/washingtaolony  dents at all grade levels and within all
tinue its responsibility to be at the  -elementary/ These three tools give subjects for years to come. Ultimately,
forefront of technology, science cur-our students and the world an op-  this will educate our citizens and en-
riculum and community involvemen hance our community?o
The Action Plan requested that the process!
PG&E, along with the program parti
ners, install a $20,000 PV,
(photovoltaic system), unit on our
campus. This system would, in turn
provide Washington Colony and theg |
surrounding community a platform
to provide education about solar sci
enge principles and alternative ene
resources. On October 10, 2008, M
Showalter received a call from PG&

our schockpecific data with other

ThePhotovoltaic SystenoffBolar ;
4 schools in the program.

See pictures of the Solar Array in
this issue of the Patriot Press. A rib-
bortcutting ceremony is in the plan-
ning stage and will be announced
soon. For more information on The
PG&E Solar School Program, contact
Mr. Showalter by phone or email;
bshowal-
ter@washingtoncolony.k12.ca.us
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Escuela Primaria Washington Colony

March 2010

Escuela Solar

La Escuela Washington Colony tiendicitando a Washington Colony Schoolprograma como éste en Washington
elagrado de anunciar que el dia 3 de jFuimos una de cuatro escuelas post@olony es que lideremos el camino en
febrero del 2010 se inaugur6 un lantes en el condado de Fresno, y unaducacion de energia solar y energia
proyecto muy especial aqui en nuestrde cuarenta en el estado, que ha sidoalternativa dentro de la comunidad de
plantel. El proyecto es un esfuerzo reconocida con el Subsidio del Pro- Easton y los distritos escolares de los
conjunto entre Pacific Gas and Elec- grama Escolar Solar de PG&E! alrededores. Nuestros maestros ten-
tric, Ig Fundacion para la Educacién El Sistema Fotovoltaico (PV) o Sis- dran la oport.u,nidad d.e asistir a clases
Ambiental, el Centro Thoreau para la de capacitacion relacionadas a la edu-

. tema Solar consiste de ocho Mundos L .
Sustentabilidad, el Proyecto NEED, cacion de nuestros estudiantes, en to-
. o . Solares con paneles solares de 175 va-
Ciudad Solar y el Distrito Escolar Pri-

. ., os los niveles de grado y en todas las
. ] tios. Los paneles PV paneles estan : ~ .
mario Washington Colony. El nombre . materias, en los afios venideros.
A conectados y trabajan juntos para pro- _. ,
oficial-del proyecto es Programa Esco-, . . o iFinalmente, este programa educara a
ducir una salida eléctrica total de hasth . i
lar Solar de PG&E. : . : : nuestros ciudadanos y dard mayor
1 Kilovatio, (1,360 vatios). El sistema o .
conocimiento a la comunidad en su

El proyecto en si es un programa productor de electricidad PV también
- . . . roceso!

subsidiado ofrecido por PG&E. El Sr. incluye un aparato de monitoreo en
Showalter escribié el Plan de Accién clase (M7), asi como una herramienta Vea fotos del Sistema Solar en la
formal en septiembre del 2008. El Plade monitoreo en linea. (En enlace paradicion actual de Patriot Press. Se esta
de Accidén propuso que Washington encontrarlo en el Internet es: http://  planificando una ceremonia de inaugu-
Colony contintie con la responsabili- www.californiasolarschools.org/seolar racion, la cual serd anunciada pronto.
dad de estar a la vanguardia en tec- schools/schools/washingtarolony Para mayor informacién sobre el Pro-
nologia, curriculo de ciencias y particielementary/). Estas tres herramientasgrama Escolar Solar de PG&E, con-
pacion de la comunidad. El Plan de dan a nuestros estudiantes, y al mundacte al Sr. Showalter por teléfono o
Accion requirié que PG&E, junto con una oportunidad de rastrear las condiemail; bshowal-
los programas asociados, instalaran ciones del climay la ubicacion del solter@washingtoncolony.k12.ca.us
una unidad PV (sistema fotovoltaico) en el area de Easton, y la cantidad de
de $20,000, en nuestro plantel. Comoenergia solar producida. Nuestros
resultado, este sistema proveera a estudiantes seran capaces de llevar
Washington Colony y a la comunidad cuenta de la energia producida por
que la rodea, una plataforma para  nuestro sistema solar y comparar los
proveer educacion sobre los principioslatos especificos de nuestra escuela
de la ciencia solar y recursos alterna-con los de otras escuelas en el pro-
tivos de energia. El 10 de octubre delgrama.
2008, el Sr. Showalter recibié una
llamada de PG&E felicitandolo y fe-

El-objetivo-a largo plazo de tener un
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Classroom News

Preschool, (Mrs. Bison)ltis Par- problem that was hard to solve? ers are not afraid of. They have been
entTeacher Conference time againFinding a solution to a problem will working hard to understand it, and
| am looking forward to spending be the topic of the First Grade sto- they are succeeding in conquering
some time with you so | can tell youies in MarchWe Can Work It Gat the George Foreman of mathemat-
how well your child is doing, as welthe name of the theme. The storiesics. Keep up the good work, Fourth
as the things we are working on in will be fun as the students make Graders!
the classroom to prepare for Kin- predictions and mfere.nces gbou't theIn Language Arts, the theme of the
dergarten! Please watch for notes characters. The phonics skills will be :
. . . . month isHeroe$Vhether sports,
going home regarding changes inthe vowel pairs oa, ow, 00, ew; and : :
. uper, community, or family, every-

the Preschool schedule and your ou as well as ie, igh, and compoun&

. . : .._..one has a hero or two. Mrs. Guess
appointment time for conferences. words. The comprehension skill will .

: . and Mr. Brotnov would like to en-

.. be problersolving, sequencing
In the classroom we are contlnum%\/emS and fantasy and realism courage the parents of fourth grad-
our letterof-theweek curriculum. ’ y " ers to talk about heroes with their
Wedbve plant ed o ulousapwadrkrogthegesskilld & n kids as we read about Martin Luther
augment our Harvest of the Month home also. Listen to your child reaKing, Gloria Estefan, and Lou
health-and nutrition program. The the books they bring home, and  Gherig. Who are heroes? What
seeds have not sprouted yet, but athen ask questions. What was the makes a hero? These questions and
few more sunny days in between thgroblem in the story? How did the more will be covered in the weeks to
rain and we should soon see spin- characters solve it? What happened o me. We canodt wai
ach, lettuce, carrot and bok choy first, then, next, and last? Is the
sprouts! story fantasy? Could it really hap-
pen?

Fifth Grade, (Mrs. Hawkins and

Mrs. Barker): The fifth grade
Kindergarten, (Mrs. Smith and classes will continue their travels in
Mrs. Davis): February is over and — Math will include reviewing num- learning by reading stories about the
what a month of celebrations it washers to 100, greater than and less many different kinds of people who
We had a great time on the 100th than, and number order as well as made up this country. We will visit
day, and our Valentine parties wereantroducing addition and subtractiorthe Navajos in the southwest and

fantastic! Thank you for all of the facts to 20. the Buffalo Soldiers in Kansas, as
goodies you sent for the Valentine In March, the First Grade studentsw_e” as other.s. The §tor|es will tie in
party. with our Social Studies travels as we

will begin learning folk dances for
We have begun our new Theme, May Day.

Wheels Go Around,anguage Arts.
We will learn about different types
of transportation. In Math we are
working on numbers 220. Please
keep working with your child on
sight words, letters, sounds, and

discover the people who explored

and settled this country, and we

Fourth Grade, (Mr. Brotnovand | earn more about L

Mrs. Guess):The students in Mrs. journey.

Guessod and Mr. Brotnovds cl asses
rvlath er]ll take us into the WOI‘|§| of

have been fighting one of THE raohing and comparing data. B
hardest concepts for fourth gradersg phing comparing data. By

: . i the middle of March we will study
. . to wrap their brains around: Long . .
number recognition. We are looking_ . . . ~__points, lines, and angles. These are .
. I'vi si on. Thatos_rll(g, , o n 1 VI
forward to seeing you at confer- . . things sKilled pioneer m ers
sion. The bane of brains every-

ences. . . knew, and the businessmen of today
where. The roaring remainders.

First Grade, (Mrs. Dackand Mrs. That é THI NG! ! Cal | it wh @éntinye® dh Bage
Pestorich):Have you ever had a  will, it is something the fourth grad-
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Noticias de los Salones de Clase

Preescolar, (Sra. Bison}Es tiempo Primer Grado, (Sra. Dack y Sra. como quieran, es algo a los que los
para las Conferencias de Padresy Pestorich):¢Ha tenido alguna vez un nifios de cuarto grado no le tienen
Maestros nuevamente! Tengo muchagroblema dificil de resolver? Encontramiedo. Han estado trabajando ar-
ganas de poder compartir algun tiempana solucién a los problemas serd unduamente para entenderlo y estan teni-
con ustedes y poder decirles como lesle los temas de las historias de Primegndo éxito en conquistar al George
esta yendo a sus nifios, asi como hacérado en el mes de marzo. PodemosForeman de las matematicas. jSigan asi,
les saber las cosas en las que estamd®esolverlo es el nombre del tema. Lagstudiantes de Cuarto Grado!
trabajando en el salon de clase para historias seran divertidas, mientras los
prepararlos para Kindergarten. Por  estudiantes hacen predicciones y de- .
, . ) mes es Héroes. Ya sea en deportes,
favor, esté atento a las notas que se ducciones sobre los personajes. Las . ., .
. . . L. , ficcion, en la comunidad o en la fa-
envian a casa respecto a los cambioshailidades fonicas seran los pares vo- .. : .
. o : . milia, todos tienen un héroe o dos. La
el horario para los nifios Preescolarescgles oa, ow, 00, ew y ou, asi como |e;s .
. .. 3ra. Guess y el Sr. Brotnov quisieran
la hora programada para sus confereligh y palabras compuestas. La habili- . .
. ., X iy animar a los padres de los estudiantes
cias. dad de comprension sera solucion de .
de cuarto grado a hablar con sus nifios

£ . problemas, secuencias de eventos y .

En el salén, continuamos con ) ) sobre este tema, mientras leemos sobre
nuestro currz2cul Ofang;\sela y(;)elallasmol et ra de MarinLetherKing, Gloria Estefan'y
manao-. He mo s pl an tUatedes pmedee sabajapen gstas hhduiGherig. ¢ Quiénes son héroes?,
de primavera para incrementar nuestroilidades en casa. Escuche a su nifio ¢ Qué hace a una persona héroe? Estas
programa de nutricion y salud CosecHaer los libros que lleva a casa y hagapteguntas y mas seran tratadas en las
del Mes. jLas semillas no han germi- preguntas. ¢, Cual es el problema en laemanas que vienen. iNo podemos
nade.todavia, pero con unos cuantos historia?, ¢ Cémo lo resolvié el per- esperar mas!
dias soleados mas entre los dias de lisenaje?, ¢ Qué pasé primero, luego,
via, podremos ver brotes de espinacadespués y al final?, ¢ Es la historia fa
lechuga, zanahorias y col china! tasia?, ¢ Puede ocurrir realmente?

En Artes del Lenguaje, el tema del

Quinto Grado, (Sra. Hawkins y Sra.
r‘Barker): Las clases de quinto grado
continuaran sus viajes de aprendizaje al
Kindergarten, (Sra. Smith y Sra. Matematicas incluira revision de losleer historias sobre los muchos y diver-
Davis): jTerminé febrero, fue un mes nimeros hasta el 100, mayores y me-sos tipos de personas que formaron
de celebraciones! jLa pasamos muy nores, y orden numérico, también emeste pais. Visitaremos los Navajos del
bien en la celebracion de los 100 diagpezaremos las tablas de sumas y restasroeste y los Soldados Bufalo de Kan-
de escuela y nuestras fiestas por el Dfasta el 20. sas, y otros mas. Las historias estaran
de San Valentin fueron fantasticas! . .__ligadas con nuestros viajes de Estudios
. . En marzo, los estudiantes del Prlmeé . . .
Gracias a todos por las golosinas que . ociales mientras descubrimos a las
: ) Grado empezaran a aprender sobre .
enviaron para nuestra fiesta de San . L . personas que exploraron y se coloni-
- bailes folcldricos para el Dia de Mayo. i .
Valentin. zaron en este pais, y aprenderemos mas
Cuarto Grado, (Sr. Brotnov y Sra.  sobre el viaje de Lewis and Clark.

Hemos comenzado un tema nuevo, )
Guess).Los estudiantes en las clases - 2
Matematicas nos llevara al mundo de

Las Ruedas Giran, en Artes del Len-
. .. del Sr. Brotnov y la Sra. Guess han e .
guaje. Aprenderemos sobre los difer- . los graficos y datos comparativos. Para
. estado trabajando arduamente en uno__ ~ .
entes medios de transporte. En e mediados de marzo estudiaremos pun-
L . los conceptos mas dificiles de poneren | A
Matematicas estamos trabajando en . ftos, lineas y angulos. Estas son cosas
, . las mentes de los estudiantes de cuarto . .
nameros del 11 al 20. Por favor, siga L . .. .. que los diestros pioneros creadores de
: — grado: Division Larga. Asi es, Division .
trabajando con sus niflos en recono- . mapas conocian y que las personas de
A | ) Larga. La pesadilla de las mentes en _ . .
cimiento de las palabras reconocibles a o negocios de hoy en dia necesitan saber
simple vista, letras, sonidos nl]merotsOdas partes. Los dificultosos rema-
P I ’ y . nNentes. d4daEsaé COSA!! L I § peenbinbied on page
Esperamos verlos en las conferencias.
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Classroom News, continued

(Continued from Bage Thank you, parents, for sending youiflashback, as well as structural elements
child off to school each day. We are such as exposition, rising action, cli-
need to know for Power Point presen-nearly at perfect attendance again! max, and resolution of a story. In this

tations. . cluster, the class read a dramatized ver-
Sixth Grade, (Mrs. Tavares and Ms. . ! .
( sion ofThe Diary of Anne Frané,

Wewill continue our travels in Sci- Marroquin): Sixth Grade is kicking . .
. . . S famous literary work written by-yi&ar
ence with how organisms transport  off Theme 6 entitleNlew Frontiers: .
. . . . -old Anne Frank while she and her
materials. Students still need to practi@cean and Spaewill look at two . s .
. . : . family were hiding from the Nazis dur-
their Math facts, and read every nightselections on each frontier. We start . .
. . . ing the German occupation of WWII.
to increase their speed, fluency, and out studying the Mars Rover, So- )
. Students took on various roles and
vocabulary. journer, and end up at the bottom of .
were not only extremely engaged in the

the ocean exploring sea creatures like ;
Upper Grade SDC, (Mrs. Sefton): never befor:p ng s ures play, but also moved by the plight of

February brought us a lot of interesting Anne Frank and the persecution of the
weather which gave the students in  In Social Studies we are still in Greedews. In addition, we read two excerpts
M10 plenty to study. During Reading and the competition is getting intense from concentration camp survivors,

we learned about storms and extremein our Greek Olympics. The Myth and will be comparing and contrasting
weather conditions. Also in February even is now over and medals are to bthe two works in an essay.

we celebrated many wonderful eventsawarded shortly! In History, students have begun

'ncluding Presid el':nlghtﬁ C?radg, M St%é]ﬁgr): val estUd_ying the background to the writing

tineos Day. Eighth grade has been extremely busgf the Constitution, the study of which

Heading into March, we are hoping Students recently worked through a  will begin next month. As this is an
for some beautiful spritige weather. cluster focusing on character and set-eighth grade promotion requirement, |
We will readoey Pigza Swallowed, thetikeyin literature, and are currently fin-trust that parents and family will be
teaching the children about ADHD, ishing a cluster focusing on evaluatingjuizzing your eighth graders at home
and'we are explaining how we are all the stages of plot. Students studied to help them prepare for the test!
different. internal and external conflict, literary

techniques such as foreshadowing and



